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A huge sports fan, he was a die-hard Hoo-
sier and an original season ticket holder for
the Bucs and Rays. He was also a student of
history and his insatiable curiosity inspired him
to constantly seek knowledge.

As a great patriot of this Nation, he fittingly
departed from this world on July 4th at the
age of 77. He will be remembered as a man
of principle and faith, the life of the party,
ready with a joke or story for any occasion,
and as a fiercely loyal friend who was always
willing to lend a helping hand.

Joe Lettelleir had a life you can hang your
hat on. May his memory be everlasting.

BEAUFORT WATER FESTIVAL

HON. NANCY MACE

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 14, 2022

Ms. MACE. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the 66th Annual Beaufort Water
Festival. Since 1956, the Beaufort community
has celebrated the community’s waterways
alongside family and friends, making memo-
ries at this time-honored tradition.

Each year, local and national businesses,
civic organizations, the military, and hundreds
of volunteers give their time and money to
support the Festival. Each year, the leader of
these volunteers is announced as the fol-
lowing Festival’s Commodore.

This year's commodore, Shawna Doran, has
given over two decades of service to the Fes-
tival and to the community at large. When she
isn’t leading the Water Festival’'s army of vol-
unteers, Shawna serves the Beaufort commu-
nity as a registered nurse and Vice President
at Beaufort Memorial Hospital.

| commend Shawna, and all of the Festival’'s
hundreds of volunteers, for their dedication to
the festival’s motto of ”Fun, Sun, and Vitamin
Sea.”

Lastly, | want to wish one of my dedicated
district interns, Mason Dalen, good luck as he
participates in the Badminton Tournament,
one of the Beaufort Water Festival’'s many
great traditions.

———

CONGRATULATING SHERIFF BRIAN
ASBELL ON HIS RETIREMENT
FROM THE PEORIA COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

HON. CHERI BUSTOS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 14, 2022

Mrs. BUSTOS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Peoria County Sheriff Brian
Asbell, who is retiring from the Peoria County
Sheriff's Office (PCSO) after 27 years of dig-
nified service.

Sheriff Asbell has devoted his entire life to
protecting and serving his neighbors and de-
fending our great nation from all enemies, for-
eign and domestic. His first experience in pub-
lic service was in the U.S. Army as a Combat
Engineer in the First Cavalry Division at Fort
Hood, a post he held from 1990 through 1993.
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He transitioned to the Army National Guard
(ANG) as a Combat Engineer, where he re-
mained until 1996. In the last year of his serv-
ice to ANG, he joined PCSO as a Correctional
Officer. Though he now had two obligations to
his immediate community, his commitment
and dedication to PCSO flourished and in Jan-
uary 1997, Sheriff Asbell was promoted to
Correctional Sergeant. His unrelenting work
ethic continued as he was elevated to Patrol
Deputy in December 2000, then Detective in
January 2005. In this capacity, he strived to
reduce crime and solve some of the most dif-
ficult cases in every corner of the county. After
four years in this capacity, he accepted a new
role as Undersheriff and Jail Superintendent,
in which he excelled for seven years. He was
appointed the 56th Peoria County Sheriff in
August 2017 and was elected in November
2018. Not only did Sheriff Asbell carry on the
honorable legacy of his predecessors, he
helped to modernize PCSO and reshape its
relationship with residents.

It is because of exceptional and valorous
leaders such as Sheriff Brian Asbell that | am
especially proud to serve lllinois’ 17th Con-
gressional District. Madam Speaker, | would
like to again, formally congratulate Peoria
County Sheriff Brian Johnson on his retire-
ment and thank him for his 27 years of service
to our community.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF GILBERT
FRANK COELHO

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 14, 2022

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Gilbert Coelho, long-time resi-
dent of Firebaugh, who passed away at age
80 on April 15, 2022. He was a strong man of
faith and an excellent example of a man of
great character.

Gilbert was born in San Leandro, California.
He was one of four children born to Otto and
Alice Coelho, and they were raised on the
family dairy farm in Dos Palos. Gilbert was in-
volved in 4H and FFA where he raised and
showed animals with his brothers. He worked
on the family farm until the 1960’s and at
Eagle Field and then on to custom farming
with his father in the Hilmar area.

Eventually, Gilbert worked with Western
Farm Service, TRl Farms, and Del Monte
Fresh Produce. He became a melon growing
and harvesting specialist, and a well-respected
Pest Control Advisor. Gilbert retired in 2009
and continued with agricultural consulting part-
time.

In the Dos Palos/Firebaugh area, Gilbert
met Carol Cunha, the love of his life, and they
married in November of 1973. Two years later,
they made their home in Firebaugh, where
they raised their children and attended St. Jo-
seph’s Catholic Church. Gilbert was an active
member and served on the church finance
council and the bereavement committee.

Gilbert gave back to his community and
served on the City of Firebaugh/School District
Community Recreation Commission and acted
as President of the local Lions Club. He was
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also a member of the Firebaugh Service Club,
Knights of Columbus and Firebaugh Rotary
Club. He volunteered for countless local com-
munity activities and was always ready to as-
sist. Another passion he displayed for over 37
years was his role as School Board Member
and President of the Firebaugh-Las Deltas
Unified School District Board. He was also a
delegate to the California School Boards As-
sociation and an Executive Board Member for
the Fresno County Trustees association.

Gilbert helped to establish the Westside In-
stitute of Technology which provided invalu-
able job training to local youth. He developed
the Firebaugh High School Ag Department Al-
mond Orchard, farming it with the staff and
youth of the community. He could always be
seen working the Orchard and serving his
community.

Gilbert is survived by his loving wife of 48
years, Carol; three children, five grandchildren,
three siblings, five in-laws, and many nieces
and nephews.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in honoring the life of Gilbert Frank Coel-
ho. May he be remembered as an inspiration
for all who knew him.

———————

HONORING THE LIFE-SAVING
ACTIONS OF AGENT JOHN LESLIE

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 14, 2022

Mrs. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize John Leslie of Clinton
Township, Michigan. His heroic efforts are
worthy of commendation.

On the night of Saturday, July 31, 2021,
John Leslie was driving on Northwestern High-
way when he noticed a vehicle fire on the side
of the road. The off-duty border patrol officer
and trained Emergency Medical Technician
rushed to investigate the scene. Two men who
were already at the scene told him that there
was a man trapped in the burning vehicle. He
saw a person in need and did not hesitate to
risk his life to save another.

With the front of the vehicle destroyed by
the crash, the driver remained trapped in the
vehicle at a scene that was becoming more
dangerous by the minute. Endangering him-
self, he climbed into the back of the vehicle to
see if he could help remove the driver. The
damage prevented him from pulling him out
the back or the front. With the clock ticking, he
noticed a bowling ball in the backseat. After
several strikes, he broke through the driver's
side door and was able to open the door and
remove the driver. Moments later, the vehicle
was engulfed in flames. Agent Leslie had
acted just in time to save the life of the driver.
Using his training as an Emergency Medical
Technician, he attended to the driver until the
authorities arrived on the scene. If it was not
for Agent Leslie’s heroic actions, the driver
would not be alive today.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me today in thanking Agent John Leslie for his
efforts that saved a life. We are grateful for
Agent Leslie’s service to our country as a Bor-
der Patrol Agent protecting us from harm. | am
proud to commemorate his heroic efforts here
today.
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PRESIDENTIAL AWARDEE FOR
EXCELLENCE

HON. PETE STAUBER

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 14, 2022

Mr. STAUBER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor and congratulate Abe
Schwartz, a math teacher at Bemidji Middle
School, who has been honored with the Presi-
dential Award for Excellence in Mathematics
and Science Teaching.

Our children are our future, and teachers
like Abe are absolutely critical in developing
young leaders with a passion to learn and
grow.

This is the nation’s highest honor for teach-
ers of science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics, and | am incredibly proud know-
ing that we have such a talented and enthusi-
astic educator in our great Eighth District pre-
paring our next generations for ingenuity and
greatness.

Congratulations again to Abe on this amaz-
ing accomplishment, and | thank him for his
steadfast dedication to the students at Bemidiji
Middle School. | wish him nothing but success
as he continues to mentor and lead his stu-
dents to a bright future.

CONGRATULATING DEPUTY CHIEF
BRIAN JOHNSON ON HIS RETIRE-
MENT FROM THE MOLINE PO-
LICE DEPARTMENT

HON. CHERI BUSTOS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 14, 2022

Mrs. BUSTOS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Deputy Chief Brian Johnson, who
is retiring from the Moline Police Department
after 22 years of service.

Deputy Chief Johnson’s career in law en-
forcement began in January 2000 when he
joined the nearby Silvis Police Department,
where he stayed for two years. His father, a
former Sergeant in the East Moline Police De-
partment, helped steer him toward a career in
public safety. He became an officer in the Mo-
line Police Department in February 2002. Al-
ways looking to rise above the call of duty in
protecting and serving his neighbors, Deputy
Chief Johnson worked his way through the
ranks. He served as Patrol Officer, Street
Crimes Detective, Patrol Sergeant, Juvenile
Investigations Sergeant, Patrol Lieutenant, Ac-
creditation and Standards Lieutenant and Op-
erations Captain, before being promoted to
Deputy Chief in 2021. He is a graduate of
Kewanee High School in Kewanee, lllinois,
Western lllinois University, and Northwestern
lllinois University’s School of Police Staff and
Command. Deputy Chief Johnson’s contribu-
tions to the Quad Cities community will never
be forgotten.

It is because of noble and fearless leaders
such as Deputy Chief Brian Johnson that | am
especially proud to serve lllinois’ 17th Con-
gressional District. Madam Speaker, | would
like to again, formally congratulate Moline Po-
lice Department Deputy Chief Brian Johnson
on his retirement and thank him for his 22
years of service to our community.
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HONORING CITIZENS GUARANTY
BANK

HON. ANDY BARR

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 14, 2022

Mr. BARR. Madam Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize the Citizens Guaranty Bank on its 50th
anniversary.

The bank was chartered in 1971 and Ken-
tucky Governor Louie Nunn signed the char-
ter. The bank opened in 1972 in Irvine, Ken-
tucky. Over the years the bank has expended
its reach and opened offices in Richmond,
London, and Stanton. It serves many cus-
tomers living in the 6th Congressional District.
The bank is locally owned and operated, with
over 75 team members and seven locations.
The mission of the bank is “To help our cus-
tomers enhance their lives and achieve their
dreams while actively supporting our commu-
nities where we live and work”. Kathy Sam-
ples, who started with the bank in 1977,
serves as Chief Executive Officer and Chair-
man of the bank.

It is my honor to recognize the dedicated
leaders and team members of Citizens Guar-
anty Bank. | congratulate them on their 50-
year history, celebrate their many accomplish-
ments, and look forward to a bright future of
serving their customers.

———
RECOGNIZING THE SUFFERING OF
THE SINDHI COMMUNITY IN
PAKISTAN

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 14, 2022

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York.
Madam Speaker, | rise in strong support of the
Sindhi Sufi people in Pakistan, and against the
unconscionable human rights atrocities that
have been inflicted upon them for years.

There is perhaps nowhere in the world more
important for the United States to battle extre-
mism with public diplomacy than Pakistan, a
nuclear-armed state where numerous extrem-
ists over the years have unfortunately sought
refuge from justice. Pakistan’s third largest
province of Sindh is a place of particular con-
cern, where members of the local Sindhi com-
munity find themselves subject to intense and
unfair government scrutiny.

Sindhi persons have also been notably ab-
sent from the high echelons of Pakistan’s gov-
ernment. As of 2022, there has not been a
single Sindhi speaking judge on the Supreme
Court of Pakistan. Of deepest concern how-
ever are the many instances of human rights
abuses against the community, including ex-
ceptional jail times for trumped up crimes of
“blasphemy”, beatings, harassment, and
forced disappearances. In 2017 alone, many
activists, budding politicians, teachers, and
students were forcibly disappeared by authori-
ties. The Center for Research and Security
Studies based in Pakistan has reported nearly
1,500 accusations and cases of blasphemy.
Out of these 18 women and 71 men have
been killed extrajudicially between 1947 and
2021.

| was made aware of one such case by my
constituents: the life sentence handed down to
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one man, Notan Lal, the principal of a private
school and member of Pakistan’s Hindu mi-
nority who was accused of speaking
blasphemously about the Prophet Muhammad.
For this supposed infraction against the com-
mon good, he was arrested in 2019 and ulti-
mately sentenced in February 2022 to 25
years in prison. No one should ever have to
face a life in prison on such trumped-up
charges.

There is a silver lining however, as Con-
gress continues to hear the cries for help from
the Sindhi community, we are answering with
greater efforts to recognize and promote their
importance. Sindh Caucus Co-Chair Rep-
resentative Brad Sherman and | were espe-
cially grateful to see that our Caucus’ efforts to
see Voice of America promote additional ma-
terial and resources in the Sindhi language.
Nearly 14 percent of Pakistanis—over 30 mil-
lion people—speak Sindhi, but there has un-
fortunately never been significant material in
the language from VOA until now. With this
new material, it will become easier to reach
out to the Sindhi community in Pakistan, and
for them to reach out into the world in turn.

The people of Pakistan—especially those in
the Sindhi community—deserve respect for
their human rights, regardless of creed or con-
viction. | urge my colleagues to continue to
speak out for the Sindhi community in Paki-
stan and ensure that their human rights are
respected.

———

HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF
DARRELL FONSECA

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 14, 2022

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor Darrell Fonseca who is retiring after 32
years as the City Manager of Dos Palos, Cali-
fornia. Darrell Fonseca is currently the State of
California’s longest serving City Manager in a
single city.

Born and raised in Dos Palos, Darrell Fon-
seca graduated from Dos Palos High School
and attended Fresno State. After obtaining a
minor in Philosophy and a Bachelor's Degree
in Political Science, Darrell Fonseca went on
to University of California Berkely, and re-
ceived a Management of Water certificate, and
graduated from Cal’'s Goldman School of Pub-
lic Policy in Strategic Management of Public
Organizations.

Darrell was a part of successful political
campaigns, including the “Great Speakership
War”. One of his employees was a college
student who later became President Barack
Obama. He served as a floor manager at the
National Convention for Gary Hart and was a
key player in Hart’'s California primary cam-
paign for president. At 28 years old, he was
elected as a Delegate from the 15th Congres-
sional District. Darrell knows how to work in
many governmental positions. He was an in-
tern for State Senator George Zenovich, a
Legislative Assistant to then Assemblyman
and future Congressman Jim Costa, an Asso-
ciate Consultant to the Assembly Committee
on Aging and Long-Term Care, Chief Consult-
ant to the Select Committee on Energy & Agri-
culture, Assistant to the Majority Whip, and
Administrator to Congressman Richard Leh-
man. Fonseca also worked for the Fresno
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